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Parish Office…...................................................................... 536-2803 
Pastor  —  Father James R. Horath...................................... 536-2803 ext. 218 
                   Rectory………………………. ......................... 536-1685 
Retired Clergy  —  Father Joseph Kleinheinz.................... 536-2803 
Deacon  —  John Ramassini………………....................... 453-3822  
Administrative Assistant  —  Kris Leggett........................ 536-2803 ext. 202 
Financial Assistant  —  Sallie Bachar................................. 536-2803 ext. 219 
Parish Nurse  —  Kathy Graham......................................... 536-2803 ext. 214 
Parish Outreach/Evangelization  —  Sr. Dolores Lilla.... 536-7487 
DRE/Youth Minister  —  Veronica Giese ......................... 536-2803  ext. 222 
DRE Assistant — Judy Warren …………………………536-2803 ext. 220 
Building Maintenance Supervisor  —  John Hanson....... 536-2803 ext. 221 
Custodians  —  Vern Warren/Chris Hanson.......................... 536-2803 ext. 221 
Cemetery Sexton  —  John Hanson 
Pastoral Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Finance Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Social Concerns Committee  — Chris McCarthy 
Stewardship Committee  
Spiritual Life & Worship   —  Mary Jo LeSage 
Vocations  —  Kay Slewitzke/Betty Tubbin 
Adult Education  —  Brenda VonHirsch 
School Committee  —  Linda Peterson 
Religious Education  —  Lisa Hass 
Respect Life Committee    
Fund Raising  —  Julie Mootz/Mark Seaman 
School Principal  —  Jaclyn Behnke ..…….…….............. 536-6083 
School Secretary  —  Cindy Gennrich….…………......... 536-6083 
Knights of Columbus  —  Michael Duginski, Grand Knight 
Adoration Coordinator/Liturgist  —  Mary Jo LeSage…536-2803 ext. 213 
 
Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store…..................................... 539-1131 
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach……..................................... 539-2666 
St. Vincent Free Clinic………..……................................. 539-9566�
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               Perpetual Adoration 
 
The one year Anniversary of “The Little Flower 
Chapel” has passed.  How many prayers have been 
answered?  How many things have we, as a Parish, 
been blessed with?  If you would like to share 

what the Chapel has meant to you, and how your prayers have 
been answered, please let us know.  You may email it to 
sfxp.parishoffice@gmail.com.  You may also drop a note in the 
parish drop box in the back of Church,  or call the parish office.  
We would like to publish these in order to inspire and uplift 
others.  You may remain anonymous if you choose. 
Thank You! 
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Retrouvaille MARRIAGE “911” Weekend 
  February 19-21, Marathon City 

If your dreams of happiness have turned to disappointment and 
loneliness, this program offers tools to restore the love that brought 
you together. No matter how bad things have been, regardless of 
how long problems have existed, people CAN and DO CHANGE. 
This weekend is fully confidential—you do not need to share with 
others beside your spouse. For more information or registration: 
Confidential Toll Free: 1-877-922-HOPE (4673) 
Information and on-line registration also available at: 
www.helpourmarriage.com 
**Flyers are posted in the back of Church** 
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Today we celebrate the feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord.  This week, 
January 10-16 is National Vocations 
Awareness Week, a special time in 
which the Church prays for the renewal 
and strengthening of vocations of 
dedicated people as married and single 
people, men to serve as priests, deacons, 
brothers and women as religious sisters.  
Choose to make a difference – pray the 

prayer for vocations below everyday this week with your family! 

 
 Prayer for Vocations 

 
God of Love, You call us to live in your love through the 

grace of our baptism. 
Bless us with the courage to carry out the mission of Jesus.  

Grant us open and generous hearts to see the needs of others 
and to respond with compassion. 

May the Church be blest with women and men who are 
dedicated to you through marriage, the single life, the 

diaconate, priesthood, and the consecrated life. 
It is in Christ and through Christ that we offer ourselves to 

you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

www.nccv-vocations.org 

 
 
 
 

Baptism of the Lord 
 
Some events are so significant they can serve two purposes, bring to 
a close one era and open a new chapter in our life. Weddings, 
funerals, graduations, an out of state move or a conversion to a new 
belief or way of life splits life in two: before and after. Once the 
change takes place, there is no turning back as one chapter is written 
and another presents a blank page. 
 
The Baptism of Jesus ends one phase of His life and opens another. 
He leaves behind a life of relative obscurity and begins openly 
preaching the Gospel message. Heralded by John, Jesus begins the 
phase of His life that will lead Him to preach, teach, heal and 
forgive and then end in the horror and sorrow of His passion and 
death on the cross. He carried the hopes of Israel and of the whole 
human race. 
 
Our Baptism is similar to the Lord’s. We end one phase of life and 
enter into a new relationship with God and with each other. The 
promises of our Baptism, made for us by our families and which we 
renew each Easter, open for us the chapter of our vocation, our 
mission to teach, preach, heal and forgive. There is no turning back. 
The Lord calls us to live a life of faith. And the best chapters are yet 
to be written. 
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Let’s Talk about the Second Vatican Council 
(The first in a series from Deacon John Ramassini) 

 
There are sixteen main documents approved by the Second Vatican 
Council, with their dates of promulgation and brief description.  The 
Latin name of the document, shown in parentheses, generally is 
taken from the document’s first line of text. 

1. The Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy (Sacrosanctum 
Concilium) Dec. 4, 1963 Pope Paul VI 

 
The Sacred Council has several aims in view:  It desires to impart an 
ever increasing vigor to the Christian life of the faithful; to adapt 
more suitable to the needs of our own times those institutions which 
are subject to change; to foster whatever can promote union among 
all who believe in Christ, to strengthen whatever can help to call the 
whole of mankind into the household of the Church. The Council 
therefore, sees compelling reasons for undertaking the reform and 
promotion of the liturgy. 

2. The Reform of the Sacred Liturgy:   
 
In order that the Christian people may more certainly derive an 
abundance of graces from the sacred liturgy, Holy Mother Church 
desires to undertake with great care a general restoration of the 
liturgy itself.  For the liturgy is made up of elements divinely 
instituted, and of elements subject to change.  These not only may, 
but ought to, be changed with the passage of time if they have 
suffered from the entering of anything out of the harmony with the 
inner nature of the liturgy or have become unsuited to it. 
 
The full document on Sacrosanctum Concilium can be found at: 
www.ewtn.com/library/councils/v2litur.htm 


