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Parish Office…...................................................................... 536-2803 
Pastor  —  Father James R. Horath...................................... 536-2803 ext. 218 
                   Rectory………………………. ......................... 536-1685 
Retired Clergy  —  Father Joseph Kleinheinz.................... 536-2803 
Deacon  —  John Ramassini………………....................... 453-3822  
Administrative Assistant  —  Kris Leggett........................ 536-2803 ext. 202 
Financial Assistant  —  Sallie Bachar................................. 536-2803 ext. 219 
Parish Nurse  —  Kathy Graham......................................... 536-2803 ext. 214 
Parish Outreach/Evangelization  —  Sr. Dolores Lilla.... 536-7487 
DRE/Youth Minister  —  Veronica Giese ......................... 536-2803  ext. 222 
DRE Assistant — Judy Warren …………………………536-2803 ext. 220 
Building Maintenance Supervisor  —  John Hanson....... 536-2803 ext. 221 
Custodians  —  Vern Warren/Chris Hanson.......................... 536-2803 ext. 221 
Cemetery Sexton  —  John Hanson 
Pastoral Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Finance Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Social Concerns Committee  — Chris McCarthy 
Stewardship Committee  
Spiritual Life & Worship   —  Mary Jo LeSage 
Vocations  —  Kay Slewitzke/Betty Tubbin 
Adult Education  —  Brenda VonHirsch 
School Committee  —  Linda Peterson 
Religious Education  —  Lisa Hass 
Respect Life Committee    
Fund Raising  —  Julie Mootz/Mark Seaman 
School Principal  —  Jaclyn Behnke ..…….…….............. 536-6083 
School Secretary  —  Cindy Gennrich….…………......... 536-6083 
Knights of Columbus  —  Michael Duginski, Grand Knight 
Adoration Coordinator/Liturgist  —  Mary Jo LeSage…536-2803 ext. 213 
 
Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store…..................................... 539-1131 
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach……..................................... 539-2666 
St. Vincent Free Clinic………..……................................. 539-9566�
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17 SUN Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11  
18 Mon 1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22  
19 Tue 1 Sm 16:1-13/Mk 2:23-28  
20 Wed 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Mk 3:1-6  
21 Thu  1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Mk 3:7-12  
22 Fri  1 Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13-19  
23 Sat  2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Mk 3:20-21  
24 SUN Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 

12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21  
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By Dr. Scott Hahn 
“In the Wedding”  

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
Psalm 96:1-3, 7-10 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
John 2:1-12 
 
Think of these first weeks after Christmas as a season of 
"epiphanies." The Liturgy is showing us Who Jesus is and what He 
has revealed about our relationship with God.  
 
Last week and the week before, the imagery was royal and filial - 
Jesus is the newborn king of the Jews who makes us co-heirs of 
Israel's promise, beloved children of God. Last week in the Liturgy 
we went to a Baptism. 
 
This week we're at a wedding. We're being shown another 
dimension of our relationship with God. If we're sons and daughters 
of God, it's because we've married into the family. 
 
Have you ever wondered why the Bible begins and ends with a 
wedding - Adam and Eve's in the garden and the marriage supper of 
the Lamb (compare Genesis 2:23-24 and Revelation 19:9; 21:9; 
22:17)? 
 
Throughout the Bible, marriage is the symbol of the covenant 
relationship God desires with His chosen people. He is the Groom, 
humanity His beloved and sought-after bride. We see this reflected 
beautifully in today's First Reading. 
 
When Israel breaks the covenant she is compared to an unfaithful 
spouse (see Jeremiah 2:20-36; 3:1-13). But God promises to take 
her back, to "espouse" her to Him forever in an everlasting covenant 
(see Hosea 2:18-22). 
 
That's why in today's Gospel, Jesus performs His first public "sign" 
at a wedding feast. Jesus is the divine Bridegroom (see John 3:29), 
calling us to His royal wedding feast (see Matthew 22:1-14). 
 
By His New Covenant, He will become "one flesh" with all 
humanity in the Church (see Ephesians 5:21-33). By our Baptism, 
each of us has been betrothed to Christ as a bride to a Husband (see 
2 Corinthians 11:2). 
 
The new wine that Jesus pours out at today's feast is the gift of the 
Holy Spirit given to His bride and body, as today's Epistle says. 
This is the "salvation" announced to the "families of nations" in 
today's Psalm. 
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Let’s Talk about the Second Vatican Council 
(The second article in a series from Deacon John Ramassini) 

 
Decree on the Instruments of Social Communication 

 (“Inter Mirifica”) December 4, 1963 
 
This called on members of the Church, especially the laity, to 
instill “a human and Christian spirit” into newspapers, magazines, 
books, films, radio and television.  This is a basic decree on the 
instruments of Social Communication. 
 
Great genius with God’s help has produced marvelous technical 
inventions from creation, especially in our times.  The Church, our 
mother, is particularly interested in those which directly touch our 
spirit and which have opened up new avenues of easy 
communication of all kinds of news, of ideas, and orientations.  
Chief among them are those means of communication which of 
their nature can reach and influence not merely single individuals 
but the very masses and even the whole of human society.  These 
are the press, the cinema, radio, television and others of a similar 
nature.  These can rightly be called “the means of social 
communication”. 
 
The Church, our Mother, knows that if these media are properly 
used, they can be of considerable benefit to mankind.  They 
contribute greatly to the enlargement and enrichment of our minds 
and to the propagation and consolidation of the kingdom of God.  
But the Church also knows that we can use them in ways that are 
contrary to the Creator’s design and damaging to society. 
 
Those who are at the receiving end of the media, and especially, 
the young, should learn moderation and discipline in their use of 
them.  They should aim to understand fully what they see, hear and 
read.  They should discuss them with their teachers and with 
experts in such matters and should learn to reach correct 
judgments.  Parents on their part should remember that it is their 
duty to see that entertainments and publications which might 
endanger faith and morals do not enter their houses and that their 
children are not exposed to them elsewhere. 
 
Read more on line at:  

http://www.re.net/rechurch/vatican2/soclcom.asc 
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