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Parish Office….................................................................... 536-2803 
Pastor  —  Father James R. Horath..................................... 536-2803 ext. 218 
                   Rectory………………………. ........................ 536-1685 
Retired Clergy  —  Father Joseph Kleinheinz ................... 536-2803 
Deacon  —  John Ramassini………………...................... 453-3822  
Administrative Assistant  —  Kris Leggett ....................... 536-2803 ext. 202 
Financial Assistant  —  Sallie Bachar................................ 536-2803 ext. 219 
Parish Nurse  —  Kathy Graham........................................ 536-2803 ext. 214 
Parish Outreach/Evangelization  —  Sr. Dolores Lilla ... 536-7487 
DRE/Youth Minister  —  Veronica Giese......................... 536-2803  ext. 222 
DRE Assistant — Judy Warren …………………………536-2803 ext. 220 
Building Maintenance Supervisor  —  John Hanson ...... 536-2803 ext. 221 
Custodians  —  Vern Warren/Chris Hanson.............................536-2803 ext. 221 
Cemetery Sexton  —  John Hanson 
Pastoral Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Finance Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Social Concerns Committee  — Chris McCarthy 
Stewardship Committee  
Spiritual Life & Worship   —  Mary Jo LeSage 
Vocations  —  Kay Slewitzke/Betty Tubbin 
Adult Education  —  Brenda VonHirsch 
School Committee  —  Linda Peterson 
Religious Education  —  Lisa Hass 
Respect Life Committee    
Fund Raising  —  Julie Mootz/Mark Seaman 
School Principal  —  Jaclyn Behnke ..…….……............. 536-6083 
School Secretary  —  Cindy Gennrich….…………......... 536-6083 
Knights of Columbus  —  Michael Duginski, Grand Knight 
Adoration Coordinator/Liturgist  —  Mary Jo LeSage…536-2803 ext. 213 
 
Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store….................................... 539-1131 
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach…….................................... 539-2666 
St. Vincent Free Clinic………..……................................ 539-9566�
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21 SUN Dt 26:4-10/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13  
22 Mon 1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19  
23 Tue Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15  
24 Wed Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32  
25 Thu Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-12  
26 Fri Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26  
27 Sat Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48  
28 SUN Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Phil 3:17—4:1 or 

3:20—4:1/Lk 9:28b-36 
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Monday 2/22 

 
6:00 PM  
Religious Ed Meeting 
Youth Rm 
6:30 PM 
Vocation Committee 
Library 
6:30 PM 
ACTS Bible Study 
Conference room 
6:30 PM 
Pack Meeting-Cafeteria 
7:00 PM 
St. Ben’s Meeting  
Youth Room 
7:15 PM 
Glory & Praise in Church 
 

Tuesday 2/23 
 

9:00 AM 
ACTS Bible Study 
Conference Room 
 
 
5:00 PM 
SFX Open Hands 
Soup Kitchen 
 
6:30 PM 
Home & School 
Meeting Conference 
Room 
 
6:30 PM 
Family Choir 
In Church 

Wednesday  2/24 
 

3:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 
Cafeteria 
 
 
6:00 PM 
Great Adventure 
Bible Study 
Conference 
Room 
 
8:00 PM 
Men’s Group 
Conference 
Room 
 
 

Thursday 2/25 
 

9:00 PM 
James Bible 
Study Conference 
Room 
 
6:45 PM 
Handbell practice 
Church 
 

Friday 2/26 
 

 
FISH 
FRIES 
4:30-7:30 
PM 

Saturday 
2/27 

 
 
 
 
“Blest Art”  
 Visits this 
Weekend at 
all 3 masses 
 
 
 
   

Sunday 2/28 
 

8:30 AM 
Catholicism 101 
Conference room 
 
Religious Items 
On Sale from 
“Blest Art” after 
all 3 masses 
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Perpetual Adoration 
 

 Are you searching for a way to grow closer to 
Jesus during Lent?  Make a place in your schedule 
to spend some time in the presence of Jesus 
available to you in the “Little Flower” Chapel.  
Come any time and stay for as long as you would 
like. 

 

 We are looking for a temporary adorer for Wednesday 7 PM and 
a regular adorer for Friday 11 PM.  If you are available, please 
call the parish office.  Also, we are looking for Prayer Partners 
for some of the hours that have a single regular adorer. 
 

 Did you know that the “Little Flower” Chapel accepts prayer 
requests?  Forms are available for your convenience on the sign-
in stand near the entrance of the Chapel. These forms can be 
placed in the prayer box inside the Chapel.   Prayer requests 
along with the prayers on the parish prayer chain are included in 
the prayers of our adorers, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
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First Sunday of Lent 
 
 Israel commemorated their deliverance from slavery with a 
thanksgiving feast.  In the same way, our Eucharistic meal of 
thanksgiving celebrates our redemption from the bondage of sin.  
In gratitude for Divine Mercy, we bring our offerings before the 
altar.  St. Paul reminds us of how great the mercy of God is:  
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 

 Like Jesus, we must confess our faith when we are faced with the 
temptation to turn away from God.  We need to ask ourselves, 
which kingdom do we serve?  Do we worship before the throne of 
earthly power or before the altar of the Lord?  Do we find 
satisfaction in the things of this world or in God's life-giving 
word?  What we confess with our lips must be believed in our 
hearts.   As the Candidates for full Communion in the Church 
come forward to express their readiness to join the community of 
the faithful, we reaffirm our intentions to do God's will.  Then 
God will hear our cry and stretch out his hand to save us.  With the 
psalmist we pray, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I 
trust.” 
 

 For Reflection:  As I begin the Lenten Season, am I striving to 
overcome sin in my life?  Do I have the courage to profess my 
faith to others?  Do my actions show what I believe in my heart? 
 

 Prayer:  Lord Jesus, help me to turn to you in all of my 
temptations. 

�
�!"�  �'"����� *���"+��� �������� �>� ��)!����� 0��"�� =�� ��
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��"�+"� �"�7"� �� �"++�A"4�=�)!� ����� ���"4� '!��"� ���1" �4�
���� ����"++6� �!"� �����))""� =���� ��)�>�� )!"� =���"�+� 1��
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Weekly Mass/service Schedule 
 

Monday—8:00 AM (Prayer Service) 
Tuesday—6:00 PM 
Wednesday—9:00 AM 
Thursday—10:15 AM (At Pine Crest) 
Friday—8:00 AM 
Saturday—4:00 PM 
Sunday—7:30 AM & 10:00 AM 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Every Wednesday during Lent at 7:00 PM in Church 
(2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31) 
 
Living Stations of the Cross: Friday, March 19th 2:05 PM 
(presented by St. Francis Xavier School Children) 
 

Mass of Chrism 
 

Tuesday, March 23 12:00 PM at Cathedral of Christ the 
King, Superior. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Every day, 24 hours a day, in the Little Flower Adoration 
Chapel. 

Opportunities for Service 
 

St. Francis Xavier Open Hands Soup 
Kitchen: Every Tuesday at 5:00 PM.  To 
volunteer call Tammy @ 536-1529 or 
Mary @ 539-3800.  Sign up sheets are also 
posted in the back of Church. 
 
St. Francis Xavier Fish Fries: Serving 
every Friday during lent at 4:30 PM.  To 
volunteer please sign up in the back of 
Church. 
 

Triduum  
 

Holy Thursday, April 1: 7:00 PM Mass 
 
Good Friday, April 2:  1:30 PM Service 
 
Holy Saturday, April 3: 8:15 PM Mass 
 
Easter Sunday, April 4: 7:30 AM & 10:00 AM 

Reconciliation 
 

Individual Confessions: 
Saturday: 3:15 PM 
Tuesday: 5:30 PM 
Wednesday: 8:30 AM 
Friday: 7:30 AM 
 
Communal Penance: March 21, 7:00 PM Save this schedule. 

Please watch the bulletin for any changes. 
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Let’s Talk about the Second Vatican Council 
(The sixth article in a series from Deacon John Ramassini) 
Decree on the Bishops’ Pastoral Office in the 

Church (“Christus Dominus”) October 28, 1965. 
 
   This document stated that each bishop has full ordinary power 
in his own diocese and is expected to present Christian doctrine 
in ways adapted to the times.  It urged conferences of bishops to 
exercise pastoral direction jointly. 
   Christ is the Lord, the Son of the living God; He came to 
redeem his people from their sins that all mankind might be 
sanctified.  Having been sent by the Father, he in turn sent his 
apostles whom he sanctified by conferring on them the Holy 
Spirit so that they also might glorify the Father on earth and 
procure our salvation for the building up of the “Body of Christ”, 
which is the Church. 
   In this Church of Christ the Roman Pontiff, as the successor of 
Peter, to whom Christ entrusted the care of his sheep and his 
lambs, has been granted by God supreme, full, immediate and 
universal power in the care of souls.  As pastor of all the faithful 
his mission is to promote the common good of the universal 
Church and the particular good of all the churches.  He is 
therefore endowed with the primacy of ordinary power over all 
the churches. 
   The bishops also have been designated by the Holy Spirit to 
take the place of the apostles as pastor of souls and together with 
the Supreme Pontiff and subject to his authority, they are 
commissioned to perpetuate the work of Christ, the eternal 
Pastor.  For Christ commanded the apostles and their successor 
and gave them the power to teach all peoples, to sanctify us in 
truth and to give us spiritual nourishment.  By virtue, therefore, 
of the Holy Spirit who has been given to them, bishops have been 
constituted true and authentic teachers of the faith and have been 
made pontiffs and pastors. 
 
 F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g o  t o 
www.rc.net/rcchurch/vatican2/bishop.txt 

 

 

December-January Financial Report  
 
Sunday collections  $70,973.24 
Electronic giving                                10,990.00 
Gifts & Memorials                              21,765.05 
Tuition – religious education        1,355.70 
Scrip profit        4,208.68 
Cemetery sales & activities               3,565.00  
Miscellaneous        4,972.30  
    
Total Income   $117,829.97 
 
Operating expenses, salaries 
 & benefits                             $87,650.24 
School subsidy        68,137.60 
 
Total Expenses    $155,787.84 
 
Loss for December & January   ($37,957.87) 
 
Year-To-Date Loss  ($127,169.55)  
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