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Parish Office….................................................................... 536-2803 
Pastor  —  Father James R. Horath..................................... 536-2803 ext. 218 
                   Rectory………………………. ........................ 536-1685 
Retired Clergy  —  Father Joseph Kleinheinz ................... 536-2803 
Deacon  —  John Ramassini………………...................... 453-3822  
Administrative Assistant  —  Kris Leggett ....................... 536-2803 ext. 202 
Financial Assistant  —  Sallie Bachar................................ 536-2803 ext. 219 
Parish Nurse  —  Kathy Graham........................................ 536-2803 ext. 214 
Parish Outreach/Evangelization  —  Sr. Dolores Lilla ... 536-7487 
DRE/Youth Minister  —  Veronica Giese......................... 536-2803  ext. 222 
DRE Assistant — Judy Warren …………………………536-2803 ext. 220 
Building Maintenance Supervisor  —  John Hanson ...... 536-2803 ext. 221 
Custodians  —  Vern Warren/Chris Hanson.............................536-2803 ext. 221 
Cemetery Sexton  —  John Hanson 
Pastoral Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Finance Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Social Concerns Committee  — Chris McCarthy 
Stewardship Committee  
Spiritual Life & Worship   —  Mary Jo LeSage 
Vocations  —  Kay Slewitzke/Betty Tubbin 
Adult Education  —  Brenda VonHirsch 
School Committee  —  Linda Peterson 
Religious Education  —  Lisa Hass 
Respect Life Committee    
Fund Raising  —  Julie Mootz/Mark Seaman 
School Principal  —  Jaclyn Behnke ..…….……............. 536-6083 
School Secretary  —  Cindy Gennrich….…………......... 536-6083 
Knights of Columbus  —  Michael Duginski, Grand Knight 
Adoration Coordinator/Liturgist  —  Mary Jo LeSage…536-2803 ext. 213 
 
Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store…..........................539-1131 
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach……..........................539-2666 
St. Vincent Free Clinic………..…….......................539-9566�
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28 SUN Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Phil 3:17—4:1 
or 3:20—4:1/Lk 9:28b-36 

1 Mon Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38  
2 Tue Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12  
3 Wed Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28  
4 Thu Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31 
5 Fri Gn37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/ Mt 21:33-43,45-46 
6 Sat Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  
7 SUN Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 13:1-9, 
or, for Year A, Ex 17:3-7/ Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-

26, 39a, 40-42 �
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Monday 3/1 
 
3:30 PM 
Religion classes in 
School 
6:00 PM 
Church painting 
committee-Library 
6:30 PM 
ACTS Bible study 
Conference room 
7:15 PM 
Glory & Praise 
In Church 
 

Tuesday 3/2 
 

9:00 AM 
ACTS Bible Study 
Conference room 
 
5:00 PM 
SFX Open Hands 
Soup Kitchen 
 
6:30 PM 
Pastoral Council 
Conference room 

Wed 3/3 
 

6:00 & 7:30 PM 
Religion Classes 
In the school 
 
6:00 PM 
Great Adventure 
Bible Study 
Conference room 
 
7:00 PM 
Stations of the 
Cross in Church 

Thursday 3/4 
 

9:00 AM 
James Bible 
Study  
Conference room 
 
6:45 PM 
Handbell practice 
In Church 

Friday 3/5 
 

FISH FRIES 
4:30-7:30 PM 
 
6:00 PM 
Confirmation 
Retreat in 
Church 

Saturday 3/6 
 

8:00 AM 
Confirmation 
Retreat-Bell 
Tower 

Sunday 3/7 
 

8:30 AM 
Catholicism 101 
Conference room 
 
8:45 AM 
Religion Classes 
In the school 
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Perpetual Adoration 
 

 Today we are called to reflect and meditate on the 
meaning and significance of the Transfiguration 
which can be called a mountaintop experience, a 
spiritual high point in our lives..  When we are 
faced with absurdities of life, when we are 
disturbed by the experience of social injustice and 

discrimination, when personal and family crises arise – such as 
terminal illness, breakdown of relationship between husband and 
wife, between parent and child, and between friends – lead us to 
doubt the existence of God in our lives, we are all in need of this 
mountaintop experience.  When our expectations arising from 
faith seem to be in total contrast with the actual reality of life, we 
are in need of this mountaintop experience to realize the abiding 
presence of God in our lives.  Then shall we have the courage and 
the hope, knowing that through it all God is on our side.  Come to 
the “Little Flower” Chapel and experience the Real Presence of 
Jesus in your life. 
 

 We are looking for a temporary adorer for Wednesday 7 PM and 
a regular adorer for Friday 11 PM.  If you are available, please 
call the parish office.  Also, we are looking for Prayer Partners 
for some of the hours that have a single regular adorer. 
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Second Sunday of Lent 
 
 Abraham is an example for all who put their faith and hopes in 
the Lord despite evidence to the contrary.  Abraham and his wife 
were childless and advanced in years, yet God promised that their 
descendants would be as “numerous as the stars of the sky.” God 
demands nothing of Abraham but trust.  “The Lord is my light and 
my salvation,” the psalmist declares as he waits for the Lord. 
 

 From the darkness of prison Paul writes to encourage the faithful:  
“Be imitators of me.”  No matter what the outcome Paul has the 
faith that his mortal body will be transformed by Christ's own 
death and resurrection. 
 

 As Jesus faces the dark night of the cross, he is transfigured in the 
light of God's glory.  Before the eyes of Peter, John and James.  
Jesus speaks with Moses and Elijah of his own “exodus” from 
death to life.  When the vision passes Peter wants to stay on the 
mountain and celebrate the event.  The divine presence 
overshadows them and a voice declares “This is my Son, my 
C h o s e n  O n e .   L i s t e n  t o  h i m ! ”   
There is no camping on the mountain.  They must keep their eyes 
on Jesus and go forth to do his will in the world. 
 

 For Reflection:  Do I listen to what God is telling me?  Do I see 
God's plan for me in the midst of trials? 
 

 Prayer:  Lord Jesus, help me to desire your presence. 
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Let’s Talk about the Second Vatican Council 
(The seventh article in a series from Deacon John Ramassini) 

Decree on Priestly Formation 
(Optatam Totius) October 28, 1965 

Pope Paul VI 
 

 It recommended that seminaries pay attention to the spiritual, 
intellectual and disciplinary formation necessary to prepare 
priesthood students to become good pastors. 
 
 Animated by the spirit of Christ, this sacred synod is fully aware 
that the desired renewal of the whole Church depends to a great 
extent on the ministry of its priests.  It proclaims the extreme 
importance of priestly training and lays down certain basic 
principles by which to see regulations may be strengthened which 
long use has shown to be sound and by which those new elements 
can be added which correspond to the constitutions and decrees of 
this sacred council and to the changes conditions of our times.  
Because of the very unity of the Catholic priesthood this priestly 
formation is necessary for all priests, diocesan and religious and of 
every rite.  Wherefore, while these prescriptions directly concern 
the diocesan clergy, they are to be appropriately adapted to all. 
 
 Since only general laws can be made where there exists a wide 
variety of nations and regions, a special program of priestly 
training is to be undertaken by each country of rite.  It must be set 
up by the Episcopal conferences, revised from time to time and 
approved by he Apostolic See.  In this way will the universal laws 
be adapted to the particular  circumstances of the times and 
localities so that the priestly training will always be in tune with 
the pastoral needs of those regions in which the ministry is to be 
exercised. 
 
 The Fathers of this Holy Synod have pursued the work begun by 
the Council of Trent.  While they confidently entrust to seminary 
administrators and teachers the task of forming the future priests 
of Christ in the spirit of the renewal promoted by this sacred 
synod, they earnestly exhort those who are preparing for the 
priestly ministry to realize that the hope of the Church and the 
salvation of souls is being committed to them.  They urge them 
also to receive the norms of this decree willingly and thus to bring 
forth most abundant fruit which will always remain. 
 
 For more information  go to:  www.ewtn.com 
/library/councils/v2priest.htm 

 

 

���� ���� ���	 � ����� ��� ��
� !���
:���
����
�)����0���	��!���
���
�
����
�� ��������D���������� ����
�J� �  �� �����
����
�� 
��� ��
� �������
� ������
���
<���
��� ���
�� 	������
��� �����	�.
���
�����
��� =
���� 	������
��� ������ ����
������
���� ����� ����� ����������

��
����������
������!���=��
���,��
�!
��
����������0�
�
0���	��!���
��������������
����
���	�����������D����������
��
�����0�������������
���	���
�!���:���
���0���	��!���
�

��� � ��� ��E0�0>� �,1�4�>?055��3��� ��
� ����� �����
��� ��
��� ���� ��
� �
��� �	� ��
� ����
� 	��� ����������
	�������
� ���� ����
� ���
� ��
��� 
��� ���
� �

��� � ��� 
���
��
� ����� ��
� ���	���� 	���� ��
� 0���	�� !���
� ��������
���� !��� :���
��� �
� )���� >���
���� )������� ������
���������
�� ��
�� 6K8�&&&� ��� ���������
� ����� 

���� � ����
��� ����
��� �
� ����� ��� 0,�E4� 3>? � 	��� 
���� �������
��
���������	������  ���������������������������������
��� �

5�����	��$������	�7��
	��	��
���		���	������������	��

�����
�� ����
=�,���$��	�-�<	������>��
�>6	����
�	����

�6��� 6�� 
��� ����� ��
������ 
	� 4������ 6�� 
���
�����
	� � � ?��������� ��
��
� ����� 6�� �	��
��� 
	� �
 �
@�����
����!��� ��

G>0� ��?� E?�� ��E!J � � ���� ����� �����
�� ��� !���
-�������I���
���
���
�������
���
��

����������������
+�� � ����� �
� ����
��
�� 	��� !��� <
�/�� ?����� )����
�� � ����
����

��� ����� ��� �������� �
������ ��
� ����5� � 0����� 
�� �
	���
�����
�
�����
5�
�
,1�)� E11;1; %� ;�
�� ��
��
� ���
� �� ������
� �	� ��
�
���
����� �	� ��
� ��������� !��� -������� I���
�� �������
�
���
����
������J� 	���������4��������+(2'$8&(��
�
�?�:17/!� ���� >�;� E�:3� !�7 )� ��
� ���� ��5� ����
�/��
������ ���
� ���6+�����6#&��>���E��
�L������ ���� ����� �
�
��
�����G�)�����<������7
������M����
����6$+�  




