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7 SUN Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 13:1-9, or, for 
Year A, Ex 17:3-7/ Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 
19b-26, 39a, 40-42 

8 Mon 2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Lk 4:24-30 
9 Tue Dn 3:25, 34-43/Mt 18:21-35  
10 Wed Dt 4:1, 5-9/Mt 5:17-19 
11 Thu Jer 7:23-28/Lk 11:14-23 
12 Fri Hos 14:2-10/Mk 12:28-34 
13 Sat Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14 
14 SUN Jos 5:9a, 10-12/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32, or, for 

Year A, 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 
or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
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Parish Directory 
Parish Office….................................................................... 536-2803 
Pastor  —  Father James R. Horath..................................... 536-2803 ext. 218 
                   Rectory………………………. ........................ 536-1685 
Retired Clergy  —  Father Joseph Kleinheinz ................... 536-2803 
Deacon  —  John Ramassini………………...................... 453-3822  
Administrative Assistant  —  Kris Leggett ....................... 536-2803 ext. 202 
Financial Assistant  —  Sallie Bachar................................ 536-2803 ext. 219 
Parish Nurse  —  Kathy Graham........................................ 536-2803 ext. 214 
Parish Outreach/Evangelization  —  Sr. Dolores Lilla ... 536-7487 
DRE/Youth Minister  —  Veronica Giese......................... 536-2803  ext. 222 
DRE Assistant — Judy Warren …………………………536-2803 ext. 220 
Building Maintenance Supervisor  —  John Hanson ...... 536-2803 ext. 221 
Custodians  —  Vern Warren/Chris Hanson.............................536-2803 ext. 221 
Cemetery Sexton  —  John Hanson 
Pastoral Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Finance Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Social Concerns Committee  — Chris McCarthy 
Stewardship Committee  
Spiritual Life & Worship   —  Mary Jo LeSage 
Vocations  —  Kay Slewitzke/Betty Tubbin 
Adult Education  —  Brenda VonHirsch 
School Committee  —  Linda Peterson 
Religious Education  —  Lisa Hass 
Respect Life Committee    
Fund Raising  —  Julie Mootz/Mark Seaman 
School Principal  —  Jaclyn Behnke ..…….……............. 536-6083 
School Secretary  —  Cindy Gennrich….…………......... 536-6083 
Knights of Columbus  —  Michael Duginski, Grand Knight 
Adoration Coordinator/Liturgist  —  Mary Jo LeSage…536-2803 ext. 213 
 
Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store….................................... 539-1131 
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach…….................................... 539-2666 
St. Vincent Free Clinic………..……................................ 539-9566�
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Monday 3/8 
3:30 PM 
Religion Classes 
in school 
6:30 PM 
All Hands Committee  
in the cafeteria 
6:30 PM 
ACTS Bible Study 
in the conference rm 
7:00 PM  
St. Ben’s Meeting 
in Youth rooms 
7:15 PM 
Glory & Praise-Church 
7:30 PM 
Adult Faith Formation 
in the Library 
 

Tuesday 3/9 
5:00 PM 
SFX Open Hands 
Soup Kitchen 
 
6:30 PM 
Parent/Student 
First Communion 
Session-Cafeteria 
 
6:30 PM 
Family Choir in 
Church 
 
7:30 PM 
Spiritual Life & 
Worship 
Conference room 
 

Wednesday  3/10 
12:00 PM 
Lenten Soup Lunch 
Cafeteria 
3:00 PM 
Girl Scouts  
Cafeteria 
6:00 & 7:30 PM 
Religion Classes in 
the school 
6:00 PM 
Great Adventure 
Bible Study 
Conference rm 
7:00 PM 
Stations of the 
Cross in Church 
 
 

Thursday 3/11 
7:30 AM 
Muffins with 
Mom in the 
cafeteria 
 
9:00 AM 
James Bible 
Study in the 
conference rm 
 
6:00 PM 
Weblo’s 
in the cafeteria 
 
6:45 PM 
Handbells in 
Church 

Friday 3/12 
 

 
 
FISH 
FRIES 
4:30-7:30 
PM 

Saturday 
3/13 

 
 
 
 
 
12:30 PM 
50+ Potluck 
in the 
cafeteria 
 
5:00 PM 
Girl scout 
cookies on 
sale after 
Mass 

Sunday 3/14 
Girl Scout 
cookies on sale 
After Mass 
 
8:30 AM 
Catholicism 
101-Conf rm 
 
8:45 AM 
Religion 
Classes 
in the school 
 
2:00 PM 
TONIC  
SOL-FA 
CONCERT 
Merrill High 
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Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 
The returning exiles were disheartened by the staggering task of 
rebuilding their ruined temple.  Ezra, the priest, encouraged them 
by proclaiming God's word.  The people raised their hands and 
shouted “Amen! Amen!” When they heard how they had forsaken 
God's word, they bowed low and prostrated themselves, and wept.  
But Ezra told them not to mourn.  “Eat and drink,” he urged, “for 
today is holy.” 
 

The psalmist extolled God's word that refreshed the soul and gave 
joy and enlightenment to the heart and mind.  “Your words are 
spirit and life!” 
 

Paul reminded the church that in baptism we are gathered by 
Christ into one Body and given to drink of the one Spirit.  The 
gifts God gives must be shared for the benefit of all. 
 

As Jesus taught God's word in the assembly, all were loud in his 
praises.  But when he came to his hometown, the tongues grew 
silent.  When Jesus read aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah, 
his words made the people uneasy.  God anointed Jesus to bring 
glad tidings to the poor and suffering and to announce a God's 
favor to all men, women, and children.  Today, these words have 
yet to be fulfilled in our hearing.  God's word must be proclaimed 
to all. 
 

For Reflection:  Who are the people in my community who feel 
excluded and deprived of God's gifts?  How can I let them know 
they are special to God?  In what ways does my parish care for the 
poor and suffering? 
 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, anoint me with your Spirit to proclaim hope 
to the afflicted. 
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Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
 

We have two immediate openings available, 
Tuesday at 9 AM and Friday at 11 PM.  Please call 
the parish office at 536-2803 and ask for Mary Jo, 
if you are available for one of these times. 
 
 Jesus chose the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist as 

a very special way to remain here with us.  It was not just an 
empty promise when Jesus said, “I will be with you all days, 
even to the end of the world.”  He meant that!  Jesus remains here 
with us today in the Mass as our Savior, in Holy Communion, as 
our spiritual food and in our tabernacle and adoration chapel as 
our friend.  Jesus died on the cross to give us this sacrament of 
His presence among us.  This is the sacrament of Jesus' love for 
us. 
 
I like the way Blessed Mother Teresa put it.  She said, “When we 
look at the cross, we know how much Jesus loved us.  When we 
look at the tabernacle, we know how much Jesus loves us now.” 
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Let’s Talk about the Second Vatican Council 
(The eighth article in a series from Deacon John Ramassini) 
Decree on the Appropriate Renewal of the Religious 

Life, 
(“Perfectae Caritatis”) October 28, 1965  

Pope Paul VI 
 
It provided guidelines for the personal and institutional renewal of 
the lives of nuns, brothers and priests belonging to religious 
orders. 
 
 The sacred synod has already shown in the constitution of the 
Church that the pursuit of perfect charity through the evangelical 
counsels draws it origin from the doctrine and example of the 
Divine Master and reveals itself as a splendid sign of the heavenly 
kingdom.  Now it intends to treat of the life and discipline of those 
institutes whose members make profession of chastity, poverty 
and obedience and to provide for their needs in our time. 
 
 Indeed from the very beginning of the Church men and women 
have set about following Christ with greater freedom and imitating 
Him more closely through the practice of the evangelical counsels, 
each in their way leading a life dedicated to God.  Man of them, 
under the inspiration of Holy Spirit, lived as hermits or founded 
religious families, which the Church gladly welcomed and 
approved by her authority.  So it is that in accordance with the  
Divine Plan a wonderful variety of religious communities has 
grown up which has made it easier for the Church not only to be 
equipped for every good work and ready for the work of the 
ministry- the building up of the Body of Christ- but also to appear 
adorned with the various gifts of her children like a spouse 
adorned for her husband and for the manifold Wisdom of God to 
be revealed through her. 
 
 Despite such a great variety of gifts, all those called by God to the 
practice of the evangelical counsels and who, faithfully 
responding to the call, undertake to observe the same, bind 
themselves to the Lord in a special way, following Christ, who 
chaste and poor redeemed and sanctifies us though obedience even 
to the death of the Cross.  Driven by love with which the Holy 
Spirit floods their hearts they live more and more for Christ and 
for His body which is he Church.  The more fervently, then, they 
are joined to Christ by this total life-long gift of themselves, the 
richer the life of the Church becomes and the more lively and 
successful its apostolate. 
 
 For more www.ewtn.com/library/councils/v2relig.htm. 

Stations of the Cross 
Here we are, back in Lent and having the 
opportunity to go to the Stations of the 
Cross. What beautiful passages we use as 
we say these prayers! The stations are very 
biblical. The opening story of the station 
and the prayer the people say are all 
directly from the Bible. Singing the Stabat 
Mater is so sad but beautiful. It helps us keep focused on what 
station we are on. As we progress through the stations, we know 
how it ends and it gives us hope, because we know that after the 
Suffering is Resurrection. If you are not able to attend the Stations 
of the Cross at church, pick up a stations booklet  and say them at 
home. You will find it very worth your time. Stations of the cross 
take place every Wednesday at 7:00 PM during Lent. 

 
 
Students from St. Francis 
Xavier School participate 
in Stations of the Cross 
on Friday afternoons 
during lent.  Mark your 
calendars for our Living 
Stations of the Cross on 
March 19th at 2:05 PM. 
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