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Parish Directory 
Parish Office….................................................................... 536-2803 
Pastor  —  Father James R. Horath..................................... 536-2803 ext. 218 
                   Rectory………………………. ........................ 536-1685 
Retired Clergy  —  Father Joseph Kleinheinz ................... 536-2803 
Deacon  —  John Ramassini………………...................... 453-3822  
Administrative Assistant  —  Kris Leggett ....................... 536-2803 ext. 202 
Financial Assistant  —  Sallie Bachar................................ 536-2803 ext. 219 
Parish Nurse  —  Kathy Graham........................................ 536-2803 ext. 214 
Parish Outreach/Evangelization  —  Sr. Dolores Lilla ... 536-7487 
DRE/Youth Minister  —  Veronica Giese......................... 536-2803  ext. 222 
DRE Assistant — Judy Warren …………………………536-2803 ext. 220 
Building Maintenance Supervisor  —  John Hanson ...... 536-2803 ext. 221 
Custodians  —  Vern Warren/Chris Hanson.............................536-2803 ext. 221 
Cemetery Sexton  —  John Hanson 
Pastoral Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Finance Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Social Concerns Committee  — Chris McCarthy 
Stewardship Committee  
Spiritual Life & Worship   —  Mary Jo LeSage 
Vocations  —  Kay Slewitzke/Betty Tubbin 
Adult Education  —  Brenda VonHirsch 
School Committee  —  Linda Peterson 
Religious Education  —  Lisa Hass 
Respect Life Committee    
Fund Raising  —  Julie Mootz/Mark Seaman 
School Principal  —  Jaclyn Behnke ..…….……............. 536-6083 
School Secretary  —  Cindy Gennrich….…………......... 536-6083 
Knights of Columbus  —  Michael Duginski, Grand Knight 
Adoration Coordinator/Liturgist  —  Mary Jo LeSage…536-2803 ext. 213 
 
Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store….................................... 539-1131 
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach…….................................... 539-2666 
St. Vincent Free Clinic………..……................................ 539-9566�
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Scripture for the week of March 14, 2010 

14 SUN Jos 5:9a, 10-12/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32, or, for 
Year A, 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 
or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

15 Mon Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54  
16 Tue Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16  
17 Wed Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30 
18 Thu Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47  
19 Fri 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 

1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a  
20 Sat Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53 
21 SUN Is 43:16-21/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11, or, for Year A, Ez 

37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 
33b-45  
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Monday 3/15 
 
3:30 PM 
Religion Classes 
6:15 PM 
Religious Ed 
Meeting - youth rm 
6:30 PM 
Pack Meeting-café 
6:30 PM 
ACTS Bible Study 
Conference room 
7:15PM 
Glory & Praise 
In Church 

Tuesday 3/16 
 

5:00 PM 
SFX Open Hands 
Soup Kitchen 
6:30 PM 
Home & School 
Conference room 
6:30 PM 
Family Choir 
Practice in Church 
7:30 PM 
School Committee 
Conference room 

Wednesday 3/17 
 

 
 
 
6:00 & 7:30 PM 
Religion Classes 
in the school 
6:00 PM 
Great Adventure 
Bible Study 
Conference Room 
7:00 PM 
Stations of the 
Cross in Church 

Thursday 3/18 
 

9:00 AM 
James Bible 
Study in the 
Conference room 
 
6:45 PM 
Handbell practice 
In Church 

Friday 3/19 
 

2:05 
Living 
Stations 
Of the Cross 
 
 
FISH FRIES 
4:30-7:30 PM 

Saturday 3/20 
 

 

Sunday 3/21 
 

8:30 AM 
Catholicism 101 
In Conference rm 
 
8:45 AM 
Religion Classes 
In the school 
 
7:00 PM 
Lenten Penance 
Service in the 
Church 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 
 Our need to reflect on our spiritual growth isn't a onetime 
occurrence, but a lifetime pursuit.  Gathered with the assembly, 
we are asked again to scrutinize our lives with the Elect and the 
Candidates.  Through baptism we have died to our former way of 
life and have risen with Christ to become a “new creation.”  Paul 
says that because God has reconciled us through Christ, we are 
given a “ministry of reconciliation” and must offer God's mercy 
and forgiveness to others. 
 

 Jesus tells us a story of the “prodigal son” that speaks of the 
extraordinary gift of reconciliation.  Some call it the parable of the 
“merciful father.”  It could also be called the parable of the 
“unscrupulous and self-righteous sons.”  In the story, the younger 
of the two sons demands his inheritance and proceeds to squander 
it all.  When his eyes are opened to his dissolute way of life, he 
decides he is not worthy to be his father's son and can only be 
regarded as a hired hand.  The elder son is angry when his father 
welcomes his wayward brother back home.  He complains that he 
has been a “slave” for his father all of his life and was never 
rewarded for his good work.  Both attitudes are wrong.  We cannot 
lose God's love nor earn it.  All who repent and accept God's 
mercy are sons and daughters of God. 
 

 We can all apply this story of repentance and reconciliation to our 
own lives.  How often we waste God's gifts.  We may even feel as 
though we have lost God's love.  But grace is always initiated by 
God.  If we take a few small steps by confessing our sinfulness, 
we discover that God is ready to meet us at the Eucharistic 
banquet of mercy and love. 
 

 For Reflection:  Which son am I in the parable?  Am I willing to 
forgive and be forgiven?  Have I discovered the amazing grace 
available in confession? 
 

 Prayer:  Loving Father, thank you for welcoming me home. 
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Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone who participated 
in any way in our parish mission. 
Because of the parish’s participation in 
the art sale, breakfast and hot sandwich 
supper and the generosity of those who 
attended the mission, we were able to 

send $1,300 to the Fathers of Mercy to support their apostolate. 
 
 Father Thomas Sullivan left us a set of the CDs that were 
available for sale during the mission. These can be found in our 
parish library. Check them out when you come to church. These 
are also available for purchase on the website 
www.fathersofmercy.com. 
 
 We would like to take this opportunity to invite everyone to 
consider being part of one or more of the avenues available at St. 
Francis Xavier to continue learning more about our Catholic faith 
and growing closer to Jesus, for example: 
 Bible studies 
 Eucharistic Adoration 
 Parish library offerings 
 Parish ministries 
 Offering generously of your time, talent and treasure. 
 
 If you have any faith or life questions about what you heard 
during the mission, please feel free to contact Father Jim or 
Deacon John. If you have interest in any of the above mentioned 
opportunities, please call Kris in the parish office. 
 
 To continue learning your Catholic faith, you may listen to 
Relevant radio at 92.9 or 93.9 FM, or check out any of the 
following websites: 
              www.stfrancismerrill.org (Follow religious ed link) 
              www.diocesseoflacrosse.com 
              www.catholicanswers.com 
              www.catholicscomehome.org 
              www.faithandfamily.com 
              www.vatican.com 
              www.family.org 
              www.theologyofthebody.com 
              www.totustuus.com 
              www.fromtheabbey.com 
              www.fathersofmercy.com 
               www.lifeteen.com 
              www.onemoresoul.com 
              www.USCCB.org 
              www.Catholic.com 
              www.Relevantradio.com 
              www.EWTN.org 
              www.hli.org 
              www.fathercorapi.com 
              www.prolifewisconsin.org 
              www.familyland.org 
              www.focusonline.org 
              www.setonhome.org 
              www.greatadventure.com 

What are you doing this Lent? 
When Lent arrives, most of us think of 
giving something up. If that is what you 
plan to do,  the thing you give up should 
be something you really like.  Lent is a 
time of penance and suffering with the 
suffering Christ. If you don’t like soup, 
then giving up soup isn’t something that 
you would do for Lent. That would not cause you to feel a loss or 
to suffer. 
 
 Some of us like to do something extra for someone or be extra 
nice to other people. That is an excellent way to spend your Lent. 
Jesus was kind, generous, forgiving and loving to all people. 
Trying to be like Jesus is a good way to spend your Lent. 
 
 One way to observe Lent is to take advantage of the Sacrament of 
Penance. God extends His mercy to us through this sacrament. He 
is waiting to forgive us our sins, but we must ask for forgiveness. 
He gave us the Sacrament of Penance so we could have the chance 
of asking for forgiveness and spend eternity in Heaven with Him. 
If you haven’t been to confession in a long time, you may find it 
easy to use the 10 Commandments as an examination of 
conscience. It takes a little thinking and concentration, but after 
the confession is over, there is a joy and happiness that comes 
over your soul. If you need help to make a good confession, tell 
your confessor and he will help you. Thank God that He gave us 
priests to administer the sacraments, especially Reconciliation. 
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Let’s Talk about the Second Vatican Council 
(The ninth article in a series from Deacon John Ramassini) 
Declaration on the Relationship of the Church to  

Non-Christian Religious. 
(“Nostra Actate”) 
October 28, 1965 

 
 This said the Catholic Church rejects nothing that is true and holy 
in non-Christian religions, called for an end to anti-Semitism, and 
said any discrimination based on race, color, religion or condition 
of life is foreign to the mind of Christ. 
 
 In our time, when day by day mankind is being drawn closer 
together, and the ties between different peoples are becoming 
stronger, the Church examines more closely her relationship to 
non-Christian religions.  In her task of promoting unity and love 
among all nations, she considers above all in this declaration what 
we have in common and what draws them to fellowship. 
 
 One is the community of all peoples, on their origin, for God 
made the whole human race to live over the face of the earth.  One 
also is their final goal, God.  His providence, His manifestations of 
goodness, His saving design extend to all of us, until that time 
when the elect will be united in the Holy City, the city ablaze with 
the glory of God, where the nations will walk in His light. 
 
 From the ancient times down to the present, there is found among 
various peoples a certain perception of that hidden power which 
hovers over the course of things and over the events of human 
history; at times some indeed have come to the recognition of a 
Supreme Being, or even of a Father.  This perception and 
recognition penetrates their lives with a profound religious sense. 
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