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Parish Office….....................................................................536-2803 
Pastor  —  Father James R. Horath......................................536-2803 ext. 218 
                   Rectory………………………..........................536-1685 
Retired Clergy  —  Father Joseph Kleinheinz....................536-2803 
Deacon  —  John Ramassini……………….......................453-3822  
Administrative Assistant  —  Kris Leggett........................536-2803 ext. 202 
Financial Assistant  —  Sallie Bachar ................................536-2803 ext. 219 
Parish Nurse  —  Kathy Graham ........................................536-2803 ext. 214 
Parish Outreach/Evangelization  —  Sr. Dolores Lilla....536-7487 
DRE/Youth Minister  —  Veronica Giese.........................536-2803  ext. 222 
DRE Assistant — Judy Warren …………………………536-2803 ext. 220 
Development Director—Susan Knauf…………………..536-2803  ext. 217 
Building Maintenance Supervisor  —  John Hanson.......536-2803 ext. 221 
Custodians  —  Vern Warren/Chris Hanson.............................536-2803 ext. 221 
Cemetery Sexton  —  John Hanson 
Pastoral Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Finance Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Social Concerns Committee  — Chris McCarthy 
Stewardship Committee  
Spiritual Life & Worship   —  Mary Jo LeSage 
Vocations  —  Kay Slewitzke/Betty Tubbin 
Adult Education  —  Brenda VonHirsch 
School Committee  —  Linda Peterson 
Religious Education  —  Lisa Hass 
Respect Life Committee    
Fund Raising  —  Julie Mootz/Mark Seaman 
School Principal  —  Jaclyn Behnke ..…….……..............536-6083 
School Secretary  —  Cindy Gennrich….………….........536-6083 
Knights of Columbus  —  Michael Duginski, Grand Knight 
Adoration Coordinator/Liturgist  —  Mary Jo LeSage…536-2803 ext. 213 
 
Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store…....................................539-1131 
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach……....................................539-2666 
St. Vincent Free Clinic………..…….................................539-9566�
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6 SUN Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6  
7 Mon Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26  
8 Tue Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
9 Wed Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30  
10 Thu Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15  
11 Fri Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19  
12 Sat Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/ 
  Lk 1:26-38 or 1:39-47  
13 SUN Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 
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Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
 
On December 8, the “Little Flower” Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel will mark its one year anniver-
sary of continuous adoration.  Thank you to all 
who make this possible. 
 
 

 
  -  -  -  Rest Stop for Rushed People  -  -  -  

 

Life is hectic.  We are overloaded, frantic to get everything done 
before Christmas.  Advent is the Lord's call to “come away by 
yourself and rest awhile.”  The time of prayer and meditation will 
help calm and direct your mind to what is truly important. 
 

The “Little Flower” Eucharistic Chapel is open 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. 
 

We have immediate openings available, for the first Friday of the 
month at 9 PM, Friday at 11 PM, Saturday at 8 PM, Sunday at 11 
AM and 7 PM.  Please check your calendars and call the parish 
office at 536-2803 to schedule one of these times, even if you can 
only commit to one hour per month. 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

In times of darkness, we await the new light of day.  Then we can 
take off our sack cloth of mourning and robe ourselves in God's 
justice and glory.  Though it may seem like an impossible dream, 
we try to remember the “great things the Lord has done for us.” 
Though we went forth weeping, we will return to a joyful 
homecoming. 
 

Though he was behind prison walls, Paul asked his community to 
rejoice.  His prayer was that his experience of loss would teach them 
how to value what really mattered.  When a harvest of justice 
ripened in them, they would stand before the Lord with a “clear 
conscience and blameless conduct.”  God would bring to completion 
the good work begun in each one. 
 

Though the powers of the world threatened to destroy him, John the 
Baptist continued to proclaim God's message.  “Make ready the way 
of the Lord.” With Christ, the desolate valleys can be filled, 
obstacles can be overcome, and the twists and turns of our lives can 
be straightened out.  Then together, we will rejoice at Christ's 
coming and see the salvation of God. 
 

For Reflection:  How can I practice the virtue of courage this 
Advent?  Whom do I need to encourage today?  As you light the 
Second Candle on the Advent Wreath pray for someone who needs 
Christ in their life. 
 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, help me to clear a pathway for you in my life. 
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Advent Wreath Prayer 
 

These prayers may be said every evening when the Advent wreath is 
lit. 
 

Second Week                                                            
 

Light the first and second purple candles,  then pray: 
 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare 
the paths of Your Only-begotten Son; 
That we may worthily serve You 
with hearts purified by His coming: 
Who lives and reigns with God the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
ever one God, world without end.  Amen. 
 

Scriptures: 
Sunday Luke 3:1-6 
Monday Isaiah 35:1-10 
Tuesday Micah 5:1-4 
Wednesday Isaiah 40:25-31 
Thursday Micah 4:1-5 
Friday  Isaiah 2:1-5 
Saturday  Isaiah 9:1-5 
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