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The second graders of St. Francis Xavier Parish made their First Reconciliation 
on Saturday December 5, 2009.  Pictured above, to the left, are the children with 
Father Jim preparing in Church. Pictured above and to the right, is Anna Rydeski 
with her mother Jan.  Below to the left is Vanessa Smith with her parents, Mark 
and Toni.  Below in the center is Tyler Frederick, and to the right is Dameon 
Deates. 
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Parish Office….....................................................................536-2803 
Pastor  —  Father James R. Horath .....................................536-2803 ext. 218 
                   Rectory………………………..........................536-1685 
Retired Clergy  —  Father Joseph Kleinheinz....................536-2803 
Deacon  —  John Ramassini……………….......................453-3822  
Administrative Assistant  —  Kris Leggett .......................536-2803 ext. 202 
Financial Assistant  —  Sallie Bachar ................................536-2803 ext. 219 
Parish Nurse  —  Kathy Graham........................................536-2803 ext. 214 
Parish Outreach/Evangelization  —  Sr. Dolores Lilla....536-7487 
DRE/Youth Minister  —  Veronica Giese.........................536-2803  ext. 222 
DRE Assistant — Judy Warren …………………………536-2803 ext. 220 
Development Director—Susan Knauf…………………..536-2803  ext. 217 
Building Maintenance Supervisor  —  John Hanson.......536-2803 ext. 221 
Custodians  —  Vern Warren/Chris Hanson.............................536-2803 ext. 221 
Cemetery Sexton  —  John Hanson 
Pastoral Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Finance Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Social Concerns Committee  — Chris McCarthy 
Stewardship Committee  
Spiritual Life & Worship   —  Mary Jo LeSage 
Vocations  —  Kay Slewitzke/Betty Tubbin 
Adult Education  —  Brenda VonHirsch 
School Committee  —  Linda Peterson 
Religious Education  —  Lisa Hass 
Respect Life Committee    
Fund Raising  —  Julie Mootz/Mark Seaman 
School Principal  —  Jaclyn Behnke ..…….…….............536-6083 
School Secretary  —  Cindy Gennrich….………….........536-6083 
Knights of Columbus  —  Michael Duginski, Grand Knight 
Adoration Coordinator/Liturgist  —  Mary Jo LeSage…536-2803 ext. 213 
 
Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store…....................................539-1131 
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach……....................................539-2666 
St. Vincent Free Clinic………..…….................................539-9566�
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    Park Place Minister  December 20, 2009: Sr. Dolores Lilla  
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Third Sunday of Advent 

 

“Shout for joy, O daughter Zion!” the prophet Zephaniah de-
clared.  Like Mary, we should be glad and exult, for the Lord 
is in our midst.  Discouragement and defeat are overcome as 
God renews us with love.  “Cry out with joy and gladness,” 
the prophet Isaiah sings.  We can be confident and unafraid 
because God, the Holy One, is a Mighty Savior.  When we are 
weak, God gives us courage.  When we are drained by sad-
ness, God fills us with joy from the fountain of salvation. 
 
Paul repeats the glad refrain: “Rejoice!” So that we will not 
forget it, he says it again: “Rejoice!” Though a guard stands 
watch over Paul, the peace of Christ protects his heart and 
mind.  Paul urges us to dismiss anxiety and present our needs 
before God in prayerful petition.  Then, like Paul, we will be 
released from the dungeons of worry and fear. 
 
John the Baptist proclaims the coming salvation, speaking to 
each life situation:  be honest, don't abuse one another, don't 
blame others for our misdeeds, and be satisfied with what we 
have.  As we await the coming of Christ to cleanse us from 
sin, we are filled with anticipation on this happy day. 
 
For Reflection:  How can I practice the virtue of joy this Ad-
vent?  In what ways can I bring joy to those who are despair-
ing?  As you light the Third Candle of Advent pray for some-
one in need of joy in their life. 
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Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 

 
Please join us as we begin our second year of con-
tinuous prayer in the “Little Flower” Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel.   
 
 

 ������������������	�
������
������	�������������
 
Life is hectic.  We are overloaded, frantic to get everything 
done before Christmas.  Advent is the Lord's call to “come 
away by yourself and rest awhile.”  The time of prayer and 
meditation will help calm and direct your mind to what is 
truly important.   
 
The “Little Flower” Eucharistic Chapel is open 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. 
 
We have a temporary opening available for January 3 to 
February 14 on Sunday at 7 AM and one immediate open-
ing for Thursday at 7 PM.  Please check your calendars and 
call the parish office at 536-2803 to schedule one of these 
times, even if you can only commit to one hour per month. 
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 November 27, 2009 
 
We would like all of you to know that we had the privilege of chaperoning nine -9- of our young adult parishioners to the National 
Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) in Kansas City Missouri last week. 
 
We were among 21,000 in attendance.  WOW what an experience.  Each day began with a large gathering program and prayer. Then we 
were able to attend small and large sessions throughout our day.  As we stood in lines we were able to get to know the young people 
around us.  How interesting and smart are our youth. 
 
Our final evening we attended mass in a room of 4,000 people.  We have never been to mass with 4,000 people.  Our Bishop Peter 
Christianson presented the homily.  He also spent time with our group. 
 
We encourage you, as you see any of these kids, to ask them one thing they learned from their NCYC trip.  You will be showing them 
that you care and are sharing your faith. 
 
Saint Francis students attending were: 
 
Miranda Brickner  Emily Gessler   Lucas Gessler  
Lexy Henkelman  Alex Krie   Becky Kwiesielewicz 
Jamie Marrier  Claire Peterson   Elizabeth Pfantz 
 
 
Thank you for supporting our youth and for the experience – it was fantastic!  Submitted By:  Sarah Pfantz and Nancy Kwiesielewicz 

 
 

The youth at NCYC posed for a picture with 
Bishop Christenson. Clockwise from the bottom 
are: Lukas Gessler (with the crab hat), Elizabeth 
Pfantz, Becky Kwiesielewicz, Bishop Christenson, 
Jamie Marrier, Miranda Brickner, Megan Noll, 
Claire Peterson,  Emily Gessler, and in the center 
Alex Kreie. 
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Advent Wreath Prayer 
These prayers may be said every evening when the Advent 
wreath is lit. 
 

Third Week 
 

(The third Sunday in Advent is Gaudete Sunday. We light the rose 
candle and rejoice that our redemption is so close at hand.  
Gaudete comes from the Latin Antiphon, which begins, “Gaudete 
in Domino semper iterum dico, gaudete...” which translates as 
“Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say, rejoice...”) 
 

Light the rose candle and two purple candles, then pray: 
 
We beseech You to listen to our prayers, O Lord, 
and by the grace of Your coming, 
enlighten our darkened minds: 
You who lives and reigns with God the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
ever one God, world without end.  Amen. 
Scriptures: 
Sunday              Luke 3:10-18 
Monday Isaiah 9:1-7                                  
Tuesday John 1:19-34 
Wednesday Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
Thursday Philippians 2:1-11 
Friday  Isaiah 60:1-7 
Saturday  Isaiah 40:1-5 
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