Blessed are you who believed

that what was 5poleen to you [?y
the Lord would be fulfi//ed.

Lulze 1:45




Parish OffiCe. ..o e 536-2803
Pastor — Father James R. Horath 536-2803 ext. 218
ReCtory.......cccoovvviiiiiiiiiniisee s 536-1685
Retired Clergy — Father Joseph Kleinheinz.................... 5363280
Deacon —John Ramassini................ceccceeeninenenee.... 453-3822
Administrative Assistant — Kris Leggett ...........cccceeuee. 536-2803 ext220
Financial Assistant — Sallie Bachar ...........ccccoceeeeennnee. 53®2&xt. 219
Parish Nurse — Kathy Graham ...........ccccceeveviiiieiinnnn 536-2803 ext. 214
Parish Outreach/Evangelization —Sr. Dolores Lilla....536-7487
DRE/Youth Minister — Veronica Giese...........ccceevuenns 536-2808 22
DRE Assistant— Judy Warren .............cc.ccoeeeeennne. 536-2803 ext. 220
Development Director—Susan Knauf....................... 536-2803 ext. 217
Building Maintenance Supervisor — John Hanson....... 536-2803 ext. 221
Custodians — Vern Warren/Chris Hanson................c.... 536-2803 ext. 221

Cemetery Sexton —John Hanson

Pastoral Council — Father James R. Horath, President
Finance Council — Father James R. Horath, President

Social Concerns Committee —€hris McCarthy

Stewardship Committee

Spiritual Life & Worship — Mary Jo LeSage

Vocations — Kay Slewitzke/Betty Tubbin

Adult Education — Brenda VVonHirsch

School Committee— Linda Peterson

Religious Education — Lisa Hass

Respect Life Committee

Fund Raising — Julie Mootz/Mark Seaman

School Principal — Jaclyn Behnke .......................... 536-6083
School Secretary— Cindy Gennrich....................... 536-6083
Knights of Columbus — Michael Duginski, Grand Knight
Adoration Coordinator/Liturgist — Mary Jo LeSage...536-2803 ext. 213

Parish Website:  www.stfrancismerrill.org
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store..........ccocoocecieieieenne. 539-1131
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach..........c.cccoevvineienennns 539-2666

St.Vincent Free CliNiC.........coevvieeeieeceeee e

#o$!

%&& ()

012
01 2 & 34
5 % & 66

78 14229
12 (2% (% #. :)

&

* # "<t = 2

* oi<(>

+ I "i<A
22 B @2 9 12(
& C B@2

B @2 8 4

24 % 12>

7<= 21024 % 12> 0 ?
ll$
+ o< = 2/24 % 12>

# .8 @ -?2* 1 "?

>
(8 ( &
& * A

% 2(B@2

( 71" <B

"(>429:

+ 1+

B @2 ( ) *
D (22 =

-+ &' *
/01 2# 34
' +

C )

78

4

#)E

<90>=07114

5%
(6
%

+1
8&.1:l 1&
F' % 2(% ((8
* 2 22

2$ 8 $ $ 43

9.
* $

< 90/=.9:>




"# $%&

("( )3%&
8%, -)

# )$% /0 /1
2"( )$% /

) .
$ "t 2" )$ " )%

(4t S

(&) * + (&
" #$% #&&'( I #34#3% #&&'
)** )+,
) * o+
] I# %
@A I
L0 112 1
% /112

)
Pra e\
Requests | % 5% 66 % !

[# % | * 4
% 7/ 1%

# $%

SUN Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45
Mon Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45 " 58 81%% 981 %%
Tue 1Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56 o P 38) 8:
Wed Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 "o g+ 8* *gI -
Thu  Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a 16/Lk 1:67 % % . % %
Fri Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/ 0/0
Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 8 # /0968 +
Midnight: 1s9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 + (& #, ( *& (
Day: Is52:7-10/Heb1:1-6/Jn1:1-180r1:1-5,944 N ' 5 @
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22 ' $ 9 @ DA
Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28 21 ). wo% #8&( | |
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/
Lk 2:41-52 "7 $
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Fourth Sunday of Advent

Israel longed for a king like David, a mighty waiwho would
vanquish the enemy and restore the nation toiitedoglory. The
prophet Micah said that the savior of God's peoptaild not
come from Jerusalem, the city of David, but fromvid& birth-
place the insignificant town of Bethlehem. He webbk a humble
shepherd to his flock, not ruling by might but bpd3 strength.
“Shepherd of Israel, come and save us,” the pshlensreats.
“Show us your face and we shall be saved.”

God comes in unexpected ways. God is manifeshéaplserds
instead of kings; in a village, not a metropolisdan a simple

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration

Jesus is the Reason for the season! The reaso
this is the season of gift-giving is precisely hews
Christmas is the day on which all creation
graced withTHE PERFECT GIFT. Uncontainablg
by the entire universe, Jesus contains Himsel
love of us; two thousand years ago as a Bal
Bethlehem and today as the Bread of Life in thehAust. Wher

we come to the Blessed Sacrament we come to Bethnlea namI

which means 'house of bread, for in the Living&feome dow!
from heaven the whole human race is offered thg @ft of God
received by the privileged few on that first Chmsis Day.

The perfect gift that we can give to our family afgnds this
Christmas, and throughout the year, is to proclénthem theg
Good News of God's Eucharistic Love and to bringnhinto the
Real and Abiding Presence of the Christ Child, thender-
Counselor, the Prince of Peace — He is only asafeay as ou
adoration chapelJesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament is trul
Emmanuel, a name which forever means '‘God-with-us.'

The “Little Flower” Eucharistic Chapel is open 2duns a day,
days a week, even on Christmas.

girl, not a regal queen. Mary is our model ofHadtnd obedience

to God's will. Filled with grace through the H@pirit, she brings

forth her Holy Child to the world. “blessed areuy@among

women,” we pray, “and blessed is the fruit of yewomb, Jesus.”
P than her presence, new life stirs within us and wefiled with joy.

We, too, are blessed because we trust that thes prdmises to
yas us will be fulfilled.

for For Reflection: How can | practice the virtue of humility as |
L jpwait for the Lord? Do | need to exercise the \érof trust today?
In what ways can | bear Christ to the world?

Prayer: Mary, my mother, help me to serve the Lord walfil

obedience.
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Advent Wreath Prayer

These prayers may be said every evening when thermd
wreath is lit.

Fourth Week
Light all four candles, then pray:

Pour forth Your power, O Lord, and come;
Assist us by that mighty power,

so that by Your grace and merciful kindness
we may swiftly receive Your salvation.

You who lives and reigns with God the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

ever one God, world without end. Amen.

Scriptures:

Sunday Malachi 3:1-5
Monday Isaiah 52:7-10
Tuesday Revelation 21:1-4
Wednesday Zephaniah 3:14-17
Thursday Isaiah 9:5-6

Fourth Sunday,/Advent

Christmas Day and Christmastide

Light all four candles and center white candle
or replace all candles with white candles and pray:

God of love, Father of all,

the darkness that covered the earth

has given way to the bright dawn of Your Word médsh.
Make us a people of this light.

Make us faithful to Your Word

that we may bring Your life to the waiting world.

Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scriptures:

Luke 2:1-20
John 1:1-18
Matthew 1:18-25
Titus 2:11-14
Matthew 2:1-12

Sign up for our parish directory ends this weekéfigou
don't sign up in the back of church by Sunday, yaay
be getting a call from Olan Mills beginning nexteke
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