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Parish Office….....................................................................536-2803 
Pastor  —  Father James R. Horath .....................................536-2803 ext. 218 
                   Rectory………………………..........................536-1685 
Retired Clergy  —  Father Joseph Kleinheinz....................536-2803 
Deacon  —  John Ramassini……………….......................453-3822  
Administrative Assistant  —  Kris Leggett .......................536-2803 ext. 202 
Financial Assistant  —  Sallie Bachar ................................536-2803 ext. 219 
Parish Nurse  —  Kathy Graham........................................536-2803 ext. 214 
Parish Outreach/Evangelization  —  Sr. Dolores Lilla....536-7487 
DRE/Youth Minister  —  Veronica Giese.........................536-2803  ext. 222 
DRE Assistant — Judy Warren …………………………536-2803 ext. 220 
Building Maintenance Supervisor  —  John Hanson.......536-2803 ext. 221 
Custodians  —  Vern Warren/Chris Hanson.............................536-2803 ext. 221 
Cemetery Sexton  —  John Hanson 
Pastoral Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Finance Council  —  Father James R. Horath, President 
Social Concerns Committee  — Chris McCarthy 
Stewardship Committee  
Spiritual Life & Worship   —  Mary Jo LeSage 
Vocations  —  Kay Slewitzke/Betty Tubbin 
Adult Education  —  Brenda VonHirsch 
School Committee  —  Linda Peterson 
Religious Education  —  Lisa Hass 
Respect Life Committee    
Fund Raising  —  Julie Mootz/Mark Seaman 
School Principal  —  Jaclyn Behnke ..…….…….............536-6083 
School Secretary  —  Cindy Gennrich….………….........536-6083 
Knights of Columbus  —  Michael Duginski, Grand Knight 
Adoration Coordinator/Liturgist  —  Mary Jo LeSage…536-2803 ext. 213 
 
Parish Website:      www.stfrancismerrill.org 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store…....................................539-1131 
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach……....................................539-2666 
St. Vincent Free Clinic………..…….................................539-9566�
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28 Mon 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18 
29 Tue 1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35  
30 Wed 1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40  
31 Thu 1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18  
1 Fri Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  
2 Sat 1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28  
3 SUN Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
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Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
 

On the first day of the New Year, while we are still 
savoring God's gift of love to us in the little Babe 
of Bethlehem, the Church highlights Mary's part in 
the wonderful mystery of God's love.  God's gift of 
his Son had to be preceded by another great gift – 
the gift of a mother for all God's children.  All the 

graces with which God had filled her were not only for her sake, 
but for ours as well. 
 

Mary's Son is our Savior, Jesus – the name given to the child on 
the day of his circumcision – means exactly that: Yahweh saves.  
Jesus has come to save us from sin, to free us from slavery, to 
make us his brothers and sisters. It is good to be reminded that 
our relationship with God does not rest on what we do for Him, 
but what He has already done for us, not as a reward for services 
rendered, but simply as a gift of love. 
 

As we cross the threshold of the New Year, let us treasure in our 
memory as Mary did, all that God has done for us already – His 
unbelievable patience with us; His constant forgiveness of our 
sins; the preservation of our life from so many dangers, His 
Presence in the Eucharist. . . When we do that we shall become 
bears of Christ in our world. 
 

The “Little Flower” Eucharistic Chapel is open 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, even on New Year's Day. 
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12-14-09  
To the youth and parishioners of St. Francis Xavier Parish, 
A warm thank you for your thoughtful care package during this 
cold and crazy time right before the Christmas Season; though it 
is very fitting for this Advent season, as we await with eager 
anticipation the coming of our Lord, the birth of Christ.  Please 
know of my prayers for you all as I study diligently.  May God 
Bless you all In Christ, Through Mary.  ~ Patrick McConnell 
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Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
God became man and chose to dwell in a human family, as though 
to suggest that the ideal setting for God's love to abide with us is the 
heart of a home.  The Holy Family of Nazareth, thus became the 
meeting place of heaven and earth, where God reached out to us in 
an act of bonding.  Ever after, relationships within every human 
family have assumed a divine dimension.  It is in the context of the 
family that love takes its origin and grows.  It is around the family 
that true relationships are nurtured, laying the foundation of human 
personality.  It is there that parents mirror God's love to their 
children and children bloom as God's precious gifts to their parents. 
 
Today the Holy Family of Nazareth is offered to us as the model of 
an ideal family life.  But we should be wrong if we assumed that it 
was something of a heaven on earth.  It was certainly not all peace, 
tranquility and joy.  Joseph, Mary and Jesus had their full share of 
struggles and problems.  They were a poor family struggling to 
make a living but always sustained by a deep faith in God and 
profound love for one another. 
 
Reflection:  In what ways is the Holy Family an example for my 
family?  Is my family united in peace and love?  Are we growing in 
wisdom and grace? 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, Mary and Joseph, teach me how to live in holiness 
and faithfulness. 
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Dear St. Francis Parishioners, 
 
My name is Erich Wallace and I am a college student pursuing 
Jesus.  I am enrolled at UW-Madison and am an active participant 
in the Campus Crusade for Christ movement on campus.  I write to 
tell you about the powerful works of God in our ministry and on 
our campus and to give you an opportunity to participate in God’s 
massive and unstoppable plan to change students’ lives in this 
University.  Every year from Dec 28-Jan 1, the upper Midwest 
region of Campus Crusade holds a winter conference.  Last year 
over 2,000 college students attended!  The seminar expands our 
knowledge of Him through Bible teachings; we send up our praise 
to Him through worship and prayer; we illuminate Twin Cities’ 
neighborhoods as we meet people’s physical and spiritual needs in 
His name.  The leaders of Campus Crusade are asking you, as 
brothers and sisters of the same body, to consider giving money to 
support students who desire to attend this conference but cannot 
afford to.  The cost is $199.  Would you please pray and consider a 
gift of $25, $ 75, $100 or more?  All checks can be made out to: 
Campus Crusade for Christ, 1605 Monroe Street #103, Madison, 
WI 53711.  Grace and peace to you in the name of our great God 
and Jesus Christ! 
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November Financial Report  
 
Sunday collections   $38,047.06 
Electronic giving                     5,355.00 
Gifts & Memorials                    8,711.50 
Tuition – religious education         805.00 
Scrip profit        1,369.88 
Miscellaneous        1,841.79  
       
             Total Income                                                         $56,130.23 
 
Operating expenses, salaries 
 & benefits   $40,927.82 
School subsidy        30,542.33 
 
 Total Expenses                      $71,470.15 
 
 Loss for November                   ($15,339.92)
    
Year-To-Date Loss         ($89,211.68)

Prayer for the New Year 
 

O God of new beginnings and wonderful surprises, 
thank you for the gift of a new year. 
May it be a time of grace for me, 
a time to grow in faith and love, 
a time to renew my commitment 
to following Your Son, Jesus. 
May it be a year of blessing for me, 
a time to cherish my family and friends, 
a time to renew my efforts at work, 
a time to embrace my faith more fully. 
Walk with me, please, in every day 
and every hour of this new year, 
that the light of Christ might shine through me, 
in spite of my weaknesses and failings. 
Above all, may I remember this year 
that I am a pilgrim on the sacred path to You. 
Amen. 


